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cultural interests of the country will be taken out of the hands of the
States and subjected to the action of Congress." The real, evil object
of the measure was that "the States may be bribed by federal power
to conform their domestic policy to federal will." The bill passed when
Allen of Rhode Island, Gwin and Broderick of California, and Thom-
son of New Jersey voted with the Republicans and Whigs. However,
President Buchanan vetoed it, unwilling to encourage what he called
land jobbery.
Once again western Democrats had to go home empty-handed. Once
more they must confess to their constituents their inability to get any-
thing from an administration of their own party. Cavanaugh of Minne-
sota accused his southern colleagues of turning northern states Republi-
can, as "they to a man almost, vote against the free, independent labor
of the North and West." The position of these unhappy western Demo-
crats would make them cling more desperately than ever to Douglas
as their only hope for continued power in 1860,
IV
Southern radical demands and western discontent were threatening
party security, but even more demoralizing was a flame of revolt which
suddenly sprang up among the usually complacent eastern members of
the Democratic House majority. The Pennsylvania delegation had
come back to Washington humiliated by defeat. Ten of the fourteen
were not to appear in the next Congress. The voters of their common-
wealth were leaving the Democracy to follow the prophets of protec-
tion. If the party were to survive in Pennsylvania some concessions must
be made to tariff sentiment there. The Keystone Congressmen felt
that the southern members of the party must be forced to take some
interest in the general welfare of the organization. The fourteen might
in this short session hold the balance of power, and they were deter-
mined to use their advantage.
The estimated deficit in federal revenue played into their hands*
More money must be raised, and a revision of the tariff might be forced,
particularly as the party leadership was at loggerheads. The President
recommended tariff revision, with ad valorem duties abandoned in